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he thought its prospects would be much brighter if the measure
came from the Conservatives. So Parneil urged Irish voters in
England to vote Conservative.

The election of 1885. The general election of 1885 failed to
swing the pendulum. The Liberals retained a majority of
eighty-two, a success which they owed much less to Gladstone
than to Chamberlain, who had put before the electors what was
called 'the unauthorized programme5, i.e. a programme of his
own, unsanctioned by the leaders of the party, and containing a
number of reforms designed for the benefit of farmers and farm
labourers. It was the newly enfranchised voters of the county
constituencies who gave the Liberals their majority. But in
Ireland Parnell, helped by the new franchise, won 86 out of
the 100 seats, including every single constituency in the part
of Ireland now covered by the Irish Free State. Parnell was
master of the situation; whichever party he sided with, he could
defeat the other.

II.   THE HOME RULE BILLS AND THE END OF GLADSTONE
1886-95

The Parnellite triumph strengthened Gladstone's conviction
that Home Rule was the only solution for Ireland, but he main-
tained his silence, for he hoped that the Conservatives would
take up a Home Rule policy and enact a Home Rule Bill in the
new parliament with Liberal support, and he knew that if he
announced his views, the Conservatives would tend to swing
over to the opposite policy. As he looked back over the century
he saw that some of the greatest measures, Catholic Emancipa-
tion in 1829, repeal of the Corn Law in 1846^ the second Reform
Bill in 1867, kac^ been carried by Conservative governments with
Liberal support, and were thus national rather than party
measures. He felt that it would be disastrous if proposals for
Irish self-government became a battle-ground of British party
politics, and the events of the next thirty years proved his fears
to be only too well justified. The Conservatives, on the other
hand, realized that if they introduced an Irish Home Rule bill
they would split their party from top to bottom. Owing to the
cautious attitude of the leaders on both sides at the recent general